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The purpose of a newspaper article is to inform and entertain the audience by providing news on 
current affairs. 

Features of a newspaper article 

Newspaper article

Headline – sentence(s) used to attract the interest of the reader in an interesting way.

Rush hour tube terror. 

Quotes – use an eye-witness provide extra detail that you were not a witness to. 

“I just couldn’t believe what I was witnessing,” explained Mrs. Smith.

Re-orientation - close the article by commenting on where the story might go next. 

The police will continue to investigate the scene… 

Third person – impersonal 

The construction of the Titanic began in… 

Past tense until the re-orientation then use future tense 

The police will continue to investigate the scene… 

Use facts and not opinions – newspapers must be factual so avoid any opinions. 

The factory was broken into at 3:23am. 

Orientation – summarise the main points of the article using who, what, where, and when. 

This morning, hundreds protested at Leicester Square after the arrival of Donald Trump’s convoy.

Byline – let the audience know who wrote the article 

Body – expand upon the orientation giving more detail about how any why the story occurred 
and unfolded. 

After a shock announcement that Donald Trump would attend the latest showing of Cats: the 
musical, hundreds gathered around the entrance to the theatre to provide a frosty welcome. 
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Grammar, punctuation and spelling opportunities
The following list should be used as tool to help teachers plan where to cover explicit grammar, 
punctuation and spelling objectives from both the Interim Framework 2016/17 and the programmes 
of study: 

Subordinating conjunctions – expand upon independent clauses – when, so that, before, until 

When the police were arrived at the scene, numerous gun shots were heard. 
DNA testing was carried out at the scene so that potential suspects can be identified. 
Before the police arrived, eye-witnesses claimed that the gentleman remained at the 
property. 
The family are holding back further information until police investigations have ceased. 

Co-ordinating conjunctions – link related points about your topic – but, so, and, for. 

This morning, traffic filled the streets for… Road blockades were put in place so traffic has 
been redirected. 

Adverbs/adverbials of time – let the reader know when the events took place.

Last night, a UFO was spotted flying over the city centre. 
The break-in occurred around 2am. 

Adverbs/adverbials of place (preposition phrases) – let the reader know where the 
events took place.

Last night, a UFO was spotted flying over the city centre.
Jewellery was taken from the premises on Law Street.

Apostrophes for possession – use possession to detail more about your noun choice. 

The officer’s response… 
The murderer’s motive… 

Expanded noun phrases – add specific details, but do not describe like you would in a 
narrative (from and of work best here) 

Many officers from the West Midlands police… 
Calls from distressed witnesses… 
Fingerprints from the scene… 

Year 3/4 Spelling List 

accident, address, arrive, centre, continue, early, heard, important, question 

Spelling possessive apostrophe with plural words

witnesses’ statements, onlookers’ reports etc. 

Spellings which end in -tion, -sion, -ssion, - cian – perfect noun choice to discuss what 
the authorities are doing in the situation. 

action, hesitation, expression, discussion, confession, permission, expansion, extension, 
politician 
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Headline and byline

Orientation

Body 

Pictures and captions

Quotes 

Re-orientation (future tense)

Facts

Co-ordinating conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions

Expanded noun phrases

Adverbs/adverbials of time 

Adverbials of place (preposition phrases) 

Apostrophes for possession 

Year 3/4 Spelling Words 

Spelling possessive apostrophe with plural 

Spellings which end in -tion, -sion, -ssion, - cian 
 
 


